
The Mayflower: A Study Guide to Nathaniel
Philbrick's Pulitzer Prize-Winning History
Nathaniel Philbrick's Pulitzer Prize-winning history of the Mayflower is a
gripping and illuminating account of one of the most significant events in
American history. The book tells the story of the Pilgrims, a group of
English Puritans who left their homeland in search of religious freedom. In
1620, they sailed across the Atlantic Ocean on the Mayflower and
established the Plymouth Colony in present-day Massachusetts.
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Philbrick's book is a masterful work of historical scholarship. He draws on a
wealth of primary sources to create a vivid and nuanced portrait of the
Pilgrims. He also provides a clear and concise analysis of the historical
context of the Mayflower's voyage, including the religious and political
turmoil that led to the Pilgrims' departure from England.
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This study guide is designed to help you get the most out of Nathaniel
Philbrick's The Mayflower. It includes a summary of the book's main
themes and characters, as well as a detailed analysis of the historical
significance of the Mayflower's voyage.

Summary

The Mayflower tells the story of the Pilgrims, a group of English Puritans
who left their homeland in search of religious freedom. In 1620, they sailed
across the Atlantic Ocean on the Mayflower and established the Plymouth
Colony in present-day Massachusetts.

The Pilgrims were a diverse group of people, including farmers, merchants,
and artisans. They were all united by their belief in the importance of
religious freedom. They had been persecuted in England for their Puritan
beliefs, and they hoped to find a new home in the New World where they
could practice their religion freely.

The Pilgrims' journey to the New World was long and difficult. They faced
storms, disease, and starvation. But they persevered, and they eventually
reached their destination. They founded the Plymouth Colony, which
became the first permanent English settlement in New England.

The Plymouth Colony was a success, and it played a major role in the
development of the United States. The Pilgrims were hard-working and
determined people, and they were dedicated to their new home. They built
a thriving community, and they helped to establish the values of freedom
and democracy that are the foundation of the United States.

Main Themes



Religious freedom: The Pilgrims were motivated to leave England by
their desire for religious freedom. They believed that they had the right
to practice their religion without interference from the government.

Survival: The Pilgrims faced many challenges in the New World,
including storms, disease, and starvation. But they persevered, and
they eventually established a successful colony.

Community: The Pilgrims were a close-knit community. They worked
together to build a new home and to support each other through
difficult times.

Characters

William Bradford: Bradford was the governor of the Plymouth Colony.
He was a strong leader, and he helped to guide the colony through its
early years.

John Carver: Carver was the first governor of the Plymouth Colony.
He died during the colony's first winter, but he played a key role in the
colony's early success.

Miles Standish: Standish was the military leader of the Plymouth
Colony. He helped to protect the colony from attack, and he played a
key role in the colony's early survival.

Squanto: Squanto was a Native American who helped the Pilgrims
survive their first winter in the New World. He taught them how to grow
corn and how to fish, and he helped them to establish relationships
with other Native American tribes.

Historical Significance



The Mayflower's voyage was a major turning point in American history. It
marked the beginning of the English colonization of North America, and it
led to the establishment of the United States. The Pilgrims were a group of
brave and determined people, and their story is an inspiration to all
Americans.

The Mayflower's voyage also had a profound impact on Native American
history. The Pilgrims' arrival in the New World led to the displacement of
Native American tribes from their traditional lands. It also led to the spread
of European diseases, which decimated Native American populations.

The Mayflower's voyage is a complex and controversial event. It is a story
of courage, determination, and survival. It is also a story of conquest and
displacement. But it is a story that has shaped the course of American
history, and it is a story that continues to inspire and challenge us today.

Discussion Questions

What were the main reasons why the Pilgrims left England?

What were some of the challenges that the Pilgrims faced in the New
World?

How did the Pilgrims establish a successful colony?

What was the impact of the Mayflower's voyage on Native American
history?

What is the legacy of the Mayflower's voyage?

Nathaniel Philbrick's The Mayflower is a masterful work of historical
scholarship. It is a gripping and illuminating account of one of the most



significant events in American history. This study guide is designed to help
you get the most out of Philbrick's book. It includes a summary of the
book's main themes and characters, as well as a detailed analysis of the
historical significance of the Mayflower's voyage.
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