
The Lost Ski Areas of Southern California:
Exploring the Forgotten Slopes
Nestled amidst the towering mountains and sunny valleys of Southern
California, there exists a hidden historical tapestry of lost ski areas, once
bustling with winter enthusiasts but now relegated to the annals of forgotten
lore. From the grandeur of Mount Baldy to the rolling hills of Palomar
Mountain, these abandoned slopes tell the tales of a bygone era of winter
sports in the Golden State.

Mount Baldy: The Crown Jewel of Lost Ski Areas
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Mount Baldy, towering over the San Gabriel Valley, was once the crown
jewel of Southern California skiing. Established in 1934, the Mount Baldy
Ski Resort boasted 12 chairlifts and 28 trails spanning over 1,000 acres of
pristine mountain terrain. Its legendary moguls and challenging chutes
attracted skiers and snowboarders from across the region.

However, with the advent of modern ski resorts and fickle weather patterns,
Mount Baldy's glory days faded. The resort faced financial challenges and
eventually closed its doors in 2015. Today, its abandoned infrastructure
stands as a silent testament to its former grandeur, while skiers and
snowboarders flock to nearby resorts for their winter fix.

Palomar Mountain: A Hidden Gem in the Coastal Range
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Nestled in the coastal mountains of San Diego County, Palomar Mountain
was once home to a modest but beloved ski area. The Palomar Mountain
Ski Resort opened in 1954 and featured three chairlifts and several
beginner-friendly trails. It became a popular destination for families and
novice skiers alike.

Like many lost ski areas, Palomar Mountain fell victim to changing weather
conditions and increasing competition. The resort closed in 1982, but the
remnants of its past life can still be found scattered across the mountain.
Hikers and nature enthusiasts can stumble upon abandoned lift towers and
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overgrown ski trails, serving as reminders of its days as a winter
playground.

Barton Flats: A Brief Ski Interlude in the San Bernardino Mountains

Tucked away in the San Bernardino Mountains, Barton Flats was another
short-lived but memorable ski area. Founded in 1936, the resort offered a
single chairlift and a few beginner-friendly trails. It quickly became a
popular local destination for aspiring skiers and snowboarders.

However, harsh weather conditions and financial constraints led to Barton
Flats' closure in 1949. Today, the site of the former resort is almost entirely
reclaimed by nature. Scattered pieces of its past, such as old ski lodge
foundations and rusted cables, provide a glimpse into its forgotten history.
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Hesperia Lake: A Desert Oasis with a Winter Twist

In the heart of the Mojave Desert, Hesperia Lake was an unexpected site
for a ski area. Despite its arid surroundings, the lake's elevation and
occasional snowfall provided a unique winter experience. In the 1950s and
1960s, a small ski resort emerged on the shores of the lake.

The Hesperia Lake Ski Resort featured a modest tow rope and a handful of
beginner-friendly slopes. It became a popular destination for local skiers
and snowboarders looking for a quick winter escape. However, the resort's
existence was short-lived, as increasing temperatures and decreasing
snowfall eventually forced its closure in the 1970s.

Big Bear: A Surviving Legacy Amidst Lost Legends
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Amidst the lost ski areas of Southern California, Big Bear stands as a
solitary beacon of winter sports. Nestled in the San Bernardino Mountains,
Big Bear boasts a rich history dating back to the 1930s. Its multiple peaks
and diverse terrain offer a wide range of skiing and snowboarding
experiences, from gentle slopes to challenging chutes.

While Big Bear has faced challenges over the years, including
environmental issues and rising costs, it has managed to adapt and thrive.
Today, it remains one of the most popular ski resorts in Southern California,
attracting skiers and snowboarders from all over the region.

The lost ski areas of Southern California offer a fascinating glimpse into a
forgotten chapter of winter sports history. From the grandeur of Mount
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Baldy to the more modest slopes of Palomar Mountain, these abandoned
resorts tell stories of adventure, determination, and the ephemeral nature of
human endeavors. While the snow may no longer grace their slopes, their
legacy lives on in the memories of those who once experienced the thrill of
gliding down their pristine runs.

Today, the remnants of these lost ski areas serve as reminders of the
indomitable spirit of winter enthusiasts and the ever-changing landscape of
recreation. They invite us to explore, imagine, and appreciate the hidden
stories that lie within our natural surroundings.
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