
So You Want To Be A Truck Driver? Read This
First!
An Inside Look at the Life of a Truck Driver

The trucking industry is a vital part of the global economy, responsible for
transporting goods and materials across vast distances. Truck drivers are
the backbone of this industry, and their work is essential to keeping the
wheels of commerce turning.

So you want to be a truck driver...Read this first.:
Everything you need to know to become an over the
road driver. by Jason Hogan
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If you're considering a career as a truck driver, there are some important
things you should know before you hit the road. In this guide, we'll cover
everything you need to know about the job, including:

Job duties and responsibilities

Salary expectations
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Lifestyle considerations

The different types of trucking jobs

How to get started in the industry
Job Duties and Responsibilities

Truck drivers are responsible for operating large commercial vehicles to
transport goods and materials from one location to another. Their duties
can vary depending on the type of trucking job they hold, but some
common tasks include:

Loading and unloading cargo

Driving long distances for extended periods of time

Inspecting and maintaining their vehicles

Following safety regulations

Providing customer service

Salary Expectations

The salary of a truck driver can vary depending on a number of factors,
including experience, type of trucking job, and location. However, according
to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the median annual salary for truck
drivers was $48,310 in May 2021.

The highest-paid truck drivers are typically those who work in specialized
fields, such as hazardous materials transportation or oversize loads.
Owner-operators, who own their own trucks and operate their own
businesses, can also earn more than company drivers who are employed
by trucking companies.



Lifestyle Considerations

The lifestyle of a truck driver can be challenging, but it can also be
rewarding. Truck drivers spend long hours on the road, often away from
home for days or even weeks at a time. They must be able to work
independently and manage their own time effectively.

Truck drivers also need to be in good physical condition, as they are
required to lift heavy objects and work in all types of weather conditions.
They must also be able to pass a physical exam and drug test before they
can obtain a commercial driver's license (CDL).

The Different Types of Trucking Jobs

There are many different types of trucking jobs available, each with its own
unique set of challenges and rewards. Some of the most common types of
trucking jobs include:

Over-the-road (OTR) truck drivers: OTR truck drivers drive long
distances, often across state lines or even internationally. They
typically work for large trucking companies and haul a variety of goods.

Flatbed truck drivers: Flatbed truck drivers transport flatbed trailers,
which can be used to haul a variety of cargo, from construction
materials to machinery.

Tanker truck drivers: Tanker truck drivers transport liquids and gases in
tanker trailers. They must be specially trained and licensed to handle
hazardous materials.

Reefer truck drivers: Reefer truck drivers transport perishable goods in
refrigerated trailers. They must be able to maintain the temperature of



the trailer to ensure that the goods arrive at their destination in good
condition.

Van truck drivers: Van truck drivers transport dry goods in enclosed
trailers. They typically work for local or regional trucking companies
and make deliveries to businesses and homes.

How to Get Started in the Industry

If you're interested in becoming a truck driver, there are a few steps you
need to take:

1. Get a commercial driver's license (CDL). You can obtain a CDL by
completing a training program at a truck driving school or by passing a
test at a state motor vehicle department.

2. Find a trucking job. You can find trucking jobs by searching online job
boards, contacting trucking companies directly, or attending job fairs.

3. Start driving! Once you've found a trucking job, you'll need to start
driving and logging your hours. You'll also need to keep up with your
CDL requirements, such as medical exams and drug tests.

If you're looking for a challenging and rewarding career, truck driving may
be the right path for you. However, it's important to do your research and
understand the lifestyle demands before you make a commitment. With the
right training and preparation, you can succeed as a truck driver and enjoy
a long and successful career in the trucking industry.
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