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Sandman Slim is an urban fantasy novel by Richard Kadrey, first published
in 2009. The novel follows the story of James Stark, a private investigator
and sorcerer, as he investigates the death of his girlfriend and uncovers a
dark and dangerous world of magic and crime.

Plot

James Stark is a private investigator and sorcerer living in Los Angeles. He
is a skilled magician, but he has also been cursed by a powerful demon,
which makes him unable to die. This curse has made Stark a target for
both demons and humans, and he has spent the last few years trying to
stay out of trouble.

However, when Stark's girlfriend is murdered, he is forced to confront his
past and the dark world of magic that he has been trying to avoid. Stark
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investigates his girlfriend's death and quickly discovers that she was killed
by a powerful demon. Stark vows to avenge her death, and he sets out on
a journey to find the demon and kill it.

Stark's journey takes him through the dark underbelly of Los Angeles,
where he encounters a variety of strange and dangerous creatures. He
also learns more about his own past and the curse that has been placed on
him. As Stark gets closer to the truth about his girlfriend's death, he realizes
that he must face the demons of his own past if he wants to avenge her.

Characters

James Stark is the protagonist of the novel. He is a private investigator
and sorcerer who is cursed by a demon, which makes him unable to die.
Stark is a skilled magician, but he is also a troubled man who is struggling
to come to terms with his past.

Cassandra "Cassie" McCray is Stark's girlfriend. She is a musician who is
brutally murdered by a demon. Stark vows to avenge her death, and he
sets out on a journey to find the demon and kill it.

Vargas is a powerful demon who is responsible for Cassie's death. Stark
must face Vargas if he wants to avenge Cassie's death.

Themes

Sandman Slim explores a variety of themes, including:

Good vs. evil: Stark is a good man who is fighting against the forces
of evil. However, he is also a flawed character who has made mistakes



in the past. Stark's journey is a struggle to overcome his own demons
and to do what is right.

Love and loss: Stark is deeply affected by Cassie's death. He vows to
avenge her death, but he also struggles to come to terms with his loss.
Stark's journey is a search for both justice and closure.

Identity: Stark is struggling to come to terms with his own identity. He
is a sorcerer, but he is also a human being. Stark's journey is a search
for self-acceptance and self-discovery.

Reception

Sandman Slim has received positive reviews from critics. The novel has
been praised for its dark and gritty atmosphere, its well-developed
characters, and its fast-paced plot. Sandman Slim has been compared to
the works of Jim Butcher and Mike Carey.

Sandman Slim is a dark and gritty urban fantasy novel that explores the
themes of good vs. evil, love and loss, and identity. The novel features a
well-developed protagonist, a fast-paced plot, and a dark and atmospheric
setting. Sandman Slim is a must-read for fans of urban fantasy and dark
fiction.
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