
SAT Reading Literature and History: A
Comprehensive Guide for the 2024 Edition
The SAT Reading Literature and History exam is a 60-minute exam that
consists of 52 multiple-choice questions. The exam is divided into two
sections:

Literature (25 questions)

History (27 questions)

The Literature section tests your ability to read and understand literary
texts, including fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. The History section tests
your ability to read and understand historical texts, including primary and
secondary sources.

There are three main types of questions on the SAT Reading Literature and
History exam:
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Multiple-choice questions (most common)

Short answer questions (less common)

Essay questions (only on the Literature section)

Multiple-choice questions are the most common type of question on the
exam. These questions typically have four answer choices, and you must
choose the best answer from the choices provided.

Short answer questions are less common than multiple-choice questions.
These questions typically require you to write a brief answer in a few
sentences.

Essay questions are only on the Literature section of the exam. These
questions require you to write a short essay in response to a prompt.

There are several strategies that you can use to improve your score on the
SAT Reading Literature and History exam, including:

Read widely. The best way to prepare for the exam is to read widely.
This will help you develop your reading comprehension skills and build
your vocabulary.

Practice regularly. The more you practice, the better prepared you
will be for the exam. There are many practice questions available
online and in books.

Understand the question types. Make sure you understand the
different types of questions that can appear on the exam. This will help
you answer the questions correctly.



Use your time wisely. The SAT Reading Literature and History exam
is timed, so it is important to use your time wisely. Don't spend too
much time on any one question.

Guess intelligently. If you don't know the answer to a question, guess
intelligently. This means eliminating the answer choices that you know
are wrong and then guessing from the remaining choices.

Here are some practice exercises that you can use to prepare for the SAT
Reading Literature and History exam:

Multiple-choice questions:

1. Which of the following is the best definition of the word "prescient"? (A)
Wise (B) Foolish (C) Careful (D) Ignorant

2. Which of the following is the main idea of the passage? (A) The
importance of education (B) The dangers of technology (C) The history
of the United States (D) The future of the world

Short answer questions:

1. What is the author's purpose in writing this passage?

2. What are the three main arguments that the author makes in this
passage?

Essay questions:

1. Analyze the use of symbolism in the poem "The Raven" by Edgar Allan
Poe.



2. Discuss the causes and consequences of the American Civil War.

Answer key:

Multiple-choice questions:

1. (A)

2. (A)

Short answer questions:

1. The author's purpose in writing this passage is to persuade the reader
that education is important.

2. The three main arguments that the author makes in this passage are: *
Education is essential for success in life. * Education can help people
to develop critical thinking skills. * Education can help people to
become more informed citizens.

Essay questions:

1. This question is open-ended and can be answered in a variety of
ways.

2. This question is also open-ended and can be answered in a variety of
ways.

The SAT Reading Literature and History exam is a challenging but
important exam. If you are planning to take the SAT, it is important to
prepare for the exam by reading widely, practicing regularly, and
understanding the different types of questions that can appear on the



exam. By following the tips and strategies in this guide, you can improve
your score on the SAT Reading Literature and History exam and increase
your chances of getting into the college of your choice.
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