
Mastering GPS and Satnav in the Independent
Driving Test
In today's technology-driven world, GPS (Global Positioning System) and
Satnav (Satellite Navigation) devices have become indispensable tools for
drivers. They provide real-time guidance, helping us navigate unfamiliar
roads and reach our destinations efficiently. However, when it comes to the
Independent Driving Test, using GPS and Satnav systems can be a double-
edged sword.

On the one hand, these devices can provide invaluable assistance,
especially for those who are not familiar with the test routes. On the other
hand, over-reliance on GPS and Satnav can lead to complacency and a
lack of situational awareness. This can be detrimental in the driving test,
where independent decision-making and a thorough understanding of the
road environment are crucial.
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To strike the right balance and maximize the benefits of GPS and Satnav
while minimizing the risks, it is essential to master the proper techniques for
using these devices. In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into the
intricacies of using GPS and Satnav systems, providing expert tips and
techniques to help you ace the Independent Driving Test.

1. Choose the Right Device

The first step towards mastering GPS and Satnav is choosing the right
device. There are a wide variety of GPS and Satnav devices available on
the market, each with its own features and capabilities. When selecting a
device, consider the following factors:

Display size and clarity: The display should be large enough to see
clearly while driving, and the resolution should be high enough to
provide sharp and detailed maps.

Map coverage: Make sure the device covers the area where you will
be taking the driving test. Some devices only have maps for specific
regions or countries.

Traffic updates: Traffic updates can help you avoid delays and find
the fastest route to your destination. Look for a device that offers real-
time traffic updates.

Voice guidance: Voice guidance can provide clear and concise
directions while you drive. Choose a device with a voice that you find
easy to understand.

Ease of use: The device should be easy to use and navigate, even
while you are driving. Look for a device with a simple and intuitive
interface.



2. Get Familiar with Your Device

Once you have chosen a GPS or Satnav device, take some time to get
familiar with its features and functionality. Practice using the device in
different situations, such as navigating to a known destination or finding the
best route to a new place.

Pay particular attention to the following features:

Route planning: Learn how to plan and save routes on your device.
This will come in handy when you are taking the Independent Driving
Test.

Junction view: Many GPS and Satnav devices offer a junction view
feature, which provides a detailed view of upcoming junctions. This
can be very helpful when navigating complex intersections.

Lane guidance: Lane guidance can help you stay in the correct lane
when approaching junctions or roundabouts. This can be especially
useful in unfamiliar areas.

Speed limit warnings: Speed limit warnings can help you stay within
the speed limit and avoid getting a ticket.

3. Plan Your Route in Advance

Before you start your driving test, take some time to plan your route in
advance. This will give you a chance to familiarize yourself with the route
and identify any potential challenges.

Use a route planning app: There are many route planning apps
available online and on mobile devices. These apps can help you find



the best route to your destination, taking into account traffic conditions
and other factors.

Check the route on a map: Once you have planned your route, take
a look at it on a map. This will help you visualize the route and identify
any potential landmarks or hazards.

Reconnaissance of the route: If possible, drive the route before your
test day. This will give you a chance to experience the route firsthand
and identify any potential challenges.

4. Use GPS and Satnav Responsibly

While GPS and Satnav devices can be a valuable tool, it is important to use
them responsibly. Over-reliance on these devices can lead to complacency
and a lack of situational awareness. Remember the following tips:

Don't blindly follow the directions: Always be aware of your
surroundings and use your own judgment when making decisions.
GPS and Satnav devices can sometimes make mistakes, so it is
important to be prepared to override the directions if necessary.

Keep your eyes on the road: Avoid looking at the GPS or Satnav
screen for extended periods of time. Keep your eyes on the road and
use the voice guidance to follow the directions.

Be aware of your surroundings: Pay attention to the road signs and
traffic conditions around you. Don't rely solely on the GPS or Satnav to
tell you what to do.

Don't use GPS or Satnav in place of proper observation: GPS and
Satnav devices can be helpful, but they are not a substitute for proper



observation. Always be aware of your surroundings and use your own
judgment when making decisions.

5. Practice, Practice, Practice

The best way to master GPS and Satnav is to practice using them in
different situations. The more you practice, the more comfortable you will
become with using them and the less likely you are to make mistakes.

Practice in different environments: Practice using GPS and Satnav
in different environments, such as urban areas, rural areas, and
motorways. This will help you become familiar with the different
challenges of navigating in different environments.

Practice under pressure: Practice using GPS and Satnav under
pressure, such as when you are driving in a new area or when you are
running late. This will help you stay calm and focused when using GPS
and Satnav in the Independent Driving Test.

Get feedback from an experienced driver: Ask an experienced
driver to give you feedback on your GPS and Satnav skills. They can
help you identify any areas where you need to improve.

By following the tips and techniques outlined in this guide, you can master
GPS and Satnav systems and use them to your advantage in the
Independent Driving Test. Remember to choose the right device, get
familiar with its features, plan your route in advance, use GPS and Satnav
responsibly, and practice regularly.

With practice and preparation, you can overcome the challenges of using
GPS and Satnav in the driving test and demonstrate your ability to navigate



safely and confidently.
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