
Hockey in Charlotte: The Rise of the
Checkers, Fueled by Jim Mancuso's Vision
In the heart of the bustling metropolis of Charlotte, amidst skyscrapers and
a thriving urban landscape, a thrilling sporting spectacle unfolds on ice -
hockey. The Charlotte Checkers, the city's beloved minor league franchise,
has become a beacon of entertainment and a testament to the unwavering
passion for the sport in the Queen City. At the helm of this hockey
resurgence stands a visionary leader, Jim Mancuso, whose unwavering
determination has transformed Charlotte into an unlikely hockey hub.

The Birth of the Checkers

The seeds of hockey's renaissance in Charlotte were sown in 2010 when
the city was awarded a minor-league franchise by the American Hockey
League (AHL). Mancuso, a former professional hockey player and
accomplished businessman, seized this opportunity to bring his dream of a
Charlotte hockey team to life.
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With a keen eye for talent and a deep understanding of the game, Mancuso
assembled a talented team of players and coaches. He recognized the
importance of fostering a strong connection with the community,
implementing initiatives that engaged fans of all ages. From school visits to
youth hockey clinics, the Checkers quickly became an integral part of the
Charlotte sports fabric.

Building a Hockey Tradition

Mancuso's vision extended beyond the ice rink. He recognized the need to
create a vibrant and memorable fan experience. The team's home arena,
Bojangles' Coliseum, underwent a major renovation to enhance the game-
day atmosphere.

Mancuso also introduced innovative marketing campaigns and promotions,
capturing the imagination of sports fans throughout the city. The Checkers'
mascot, "Chuck," became a beloved icon, leading the charge of the team's
raucous fan base, known as "The Nest."

Success on and off the Ice

Under Mancuso's leadership, the Checkers have enjoyed both on-ice
success and off-ice accolades. The team has reached the playoffs multiple
times and has consistently ranked among the top minor league franchises
in attendance.

In 2019, the Checkers captured the Calder Cup, the AHL's championship
trophy, solidifying their place as a force to be reckoned with. This triumph
not only brought glory to Charlotte but also showcased the city's growing
passion for hockey.



A Legacy of Impact

Jim Mancuso's contributions to hockey in Charlotte have left an enduring
legacy. He has transformed the city into a hockey haven, inspiring
generations of young players and fans alike.

Through his vision and unwavering dedication, Mancuso has created an
economic engine for the city, drawing visitors and revenue to Charlotte. The
Checkers have also become a source of pride for the community, bringing
people together to cheer for their hometown team.

The story of hockey in Charlotte is a testament to the power of one man's
vision. Jim Mancuso's unwavering belief in the sport and his deep
commitment to the community have transformed the city into an unlikely
hockey hub.

The Charlotte Checkers stand as a symbol of the city's growing sporting
prowess and its enduring love for the game of hockey. As the franchise
continues to thrive, Jim Mancuso's legacy will forever be etched in the
annals of Charlotte sports history.
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