Getting Into Physical Therapy School: A
Comprehensive Guide

Physical therapy is a rewarding and in-demand healthcare profession that
offers opportunities to make a real difference in the lives of patients. If
you're considering a career in physical therapy, the first step is to get into
physical therapy school. This guide will provide you with all the information
you need to know about the prerequisites, admissions requirements, and
application process for physical therapy school.

Prerequisites

The prerequisites for physical therapy school vary from program to
program, but most programs require applicants to have a strong foundation
in science, including:
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Some programs also require applicants to have taken courses in
psychology, sociology, and statistics. In addition to coursework, most
programs require applicants to have a minimum GPA of 3.0.

Admissions Requirements

The admissions requirements for physical therapy school are competitive.
In addition to meeting the prerequisites, applicants must also submit:

* A completed application * Official transcripts * Letters of recommendation
* A personal statement * A GRE score

The GRE is a standardized test that is required by most physical therapy
schools. The GRE consists of three sections: verbal reasoning, quantitative
reasoning, and analytical writing. The average GRE score for physical
therapy school applicants is around 300.

Application Process

The application process for physical therapy school is typically done
through the Physical Therapy Centralized Application Service (PTCAS).
PTCAS is a centralized application service that allows applicants to apply
to multiple physical therapy schools with one application.

The PTCAS application process typically opens in June and closes in
December. Applicants are encouraged to submit their applications early, as
the earlier you apply, the better your chances of getting into the school of
your choice.

Tips for Success



Getting into physical therapy school is competitive, but there are a few
things you can do to improve your chances of success:

* Start early. The earlier you start preparing for physical therapy school, the
better your chances of success. * Get good grades. A strong GPA is
essential for getting into physical therapy school. * Take the GRE early. The
GRE is a standardized test that is required by most physical therapy
schools. The earlier you take the GRE, the more time you will have to
prepare. * Get involved in extracurricular activities. Extracurricular activities
can show admissions committees that you are a well-rounded individual.

* Volunteer or work in a physical therapy setting. Volunteering or working in
a physical therapy setting can give you valuable experience that will help
you in your application. * Get letters of recommendation from people who
know you well. Letters of recommendation from people who know you well
can help you stand out from other applicants. * Write a strong personal
statement. The personal statement is your chance to tell admissions
committees why you want to be a physical therapist. * Apply to multiple
schools. The more schools you apply to, the better your chances of getting
into the school of your choice.

Getting into physical therapy school is a competitive process, but it is
possible with hard work and dedication. By following the tips in this guide,
you can increase your chances of success.
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