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Nestled along the rugged coastline of Canada's maritime province, Nova
Scotia boasts a treasure trove of historic harbours that invite you on a
captivating journey through time. These picturesque ports, once bustling
centres of fishing, shipbuilding, and trade, now offer a glimpse into the
province's rich maritime heritage, and are home to vibrant communities
steeped in local lore.

Lunenburg: A UNESCO World Heritage Site
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Perched on the shores of Mahone Bay, Lunenburg is the jewel in Nova

Scotia's harbour crown. Its charming waterfront, lined with candy-coloured
buildings, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, recognized for its outstanding
architectural heritage and unique maritime character. Stroll along the
historic streets, admire the intricate carvings on the fishermen's homes, and
soak up the vibrant ambiance of this picturesque town.

Mahone Bay: A Painter's Paradise
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Just a short drive from Lunenburg, Mahone Bay is renowned for its
breathtaking scenery. Three majestic churches, gracefully perched on
islands in the bay, create a picture-perfect panorama that has inspired
artists and photographers alike. Take a leisurely boat tour to capture the
iconic views and witness the serene beauty of this marine sanctuary.

Chester: A Charming Coastal Retreat
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Nestled on the banks of the picturesque Chester Basin, Chester exudes an
old-world charm that transports you to a bygone era. Stroll along the tree-
lined waterfront, visit the historic Ross-Thomson House Museum, and
indulge in the local seafood specialties at the waterfront restaurants. For a
unique perspective, embark on a sunset cruise to witness the harbour's
enchanting glow.

Annapolis Royal: A Historic Gateway
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Located at the head of the Annapolis Valley, Annapolis Royal is steeped in

history and heritage. Explore the ramparts of Fort Anne National Historic
Site, once a key stronghold in the struggle for control of North America.
Visit the Annapolis Royal Historic Gardens and immerse yourself in the
beauty of Nova Scotia's floral heritage. Take a guided tour to discover the
town's intriguing past and uncover the secrets of its historic past.

Shelburne: A Loyalist Haven
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Founded by United Empire Loyalists fleeing the American Revolution,

Shelburne is a living testament to Nova Scotia's rich cultural diversity.
Explore the Shelburne County Museum to learn about the town's Loyalist
heritage and its role in the War of 1812. Visit the Shelburne Shipyard
National Historic Site and step back in time to witness the bustling
shipbuilding industry that once thrived here.

Barrington: A Seafaring Village
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Nestled on the shores of Barrington Bay, this quaint village offers a glimpse

into the lives of Nova Scotian fishermen. Visit the Barrington Woolen Mill
National Historic Site to witness the traditional art of wool processing.
Embark on a whale-watching tour to witness the majestic humpback and fin
whales that frequent these waters. Or simply stroll along the harbour and
soak up the tranquility of this seafaring community.

Yarmouth: A Gateway to the Islands
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Yarmouth serves as a bustling gateway to the scenic islands of Nova

Scotia's Tusket Islands archipelago. Take a ferry to explore the pristine
beaches, rugged coastlines, and charming villages of these offshore gems.
Visit the Yarmouth County Museum and Archives to uncover the town's rich
history as a shipbuilding and fishing centre. Or simply relax on the
waterfront and watch the boats sail in and out of this vibrant harbour.

Lockeport: A Tranquil Harbour Getaway
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Nestled on the shores of Shelburne County, Lockeport is a tranquil harbour

that offers a serene escape. Stroll along the historic waterfront, visit the
Cape Sable Historical Society Museum to learn about the town's
shipbuilding past, and enjoy the fresh seafood at the local restaurants. Take
a leisurely boat tour to explore the nearby islands and discover the hidden
coves and pristine beaches that make this harbour a favourite destination
for boaters and nature lovers.

Liverpool: A Seafaring Hub
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Liverpool is a thriving seafaring hub located on the shores of St. Margaret's

Bay. Explore the Queens County Museum to learn about the town's
shipbuilding and fishing heritage. Visit the Rossignol Cultural Centre to
immerse yourself in the vibrant Acadian culture of the region. Take a scenic
drive along the coastal Lighthouse Route and witness the rugged beauty of
Nova Scotia's coastline.

Nova Scotia's historic harbours are enchanting destinations that offer a
captivating glimpse into the province's rich maritime heritage. From the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Lunenburg to the tranquil harbour of
Lockeport, each harbour possesses a unique charm and fascinating stories
to tell. Explore these picturesque ports, immerse yourself in the local
culture, and discover the enduring legacy of Nova Scotia's seafaring past.
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