
Baghdad Without Map And Other
Misadventures In Arabia
Chapter 1: The Road to Baghdad

I had always dreamed of visiting Baghdad, the ancient city of a thousand
and one nights. I imagined myself wandering through its bustling souks,
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marveling at its magnificent mosques, and sipping mint tea in its charming
cafes.
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But when I finally arrived in the city, it was not at all what I had expected.
The war had taken its toll, and the city was a shadow of its former glory.
The streets were empty, the buildings were crumbling, and the air was thick
with the smell of gunpowder.

I had come to Baghdad without a map, and I soon realized that this was a
mistake. The city was a labyrinth of narrow streets and alleys, and I quickly
got lost. I wandered around for hours, trying to find my way back to my
hotel, but I only seemed to get more and more lost.

Finally, I came across a group of children playing in the street. I asked them
for directions, and they kindly led me back to my hotel. I was so relieved to
be back in a safe place, and I vowed never to go out without a map again.

Chapter 2: The Great Mosque of Baghdad
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The next day, I decided to visit the Great Mosque of Baghdad. The mosque
is one of the most important religious sites in the Muslim world, and I was
eager to see it for myself.

When I arrived at the mosque, I was amazed by its size and beauty. The
mosque is a large and imposing building, with a golden dome and two
towering minarets. The interior of the mosque is just as impressive, with its
marble floors, intricate mosaics, and beautiful calligraphy.

I spent several hours exploring the mosque, and I was deeply moved by its
beauty and spirituality. I felt a sense of peace and tranquility that I had
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never felt before.

Chapter 3: The Iraqi Museum

After visiting the Great Mosque, I decided to visit the Iraqi Museum. The
museum is home to a vast collection of ancient artifacts, including the
famous Ishtar Gate and the Code of Hammurabi.

I was very interested in seeing the Ishtar Gate, which is one of the most
iconic landmarks in the ancient world. The gate is made of glazed bricks,
and it is decorated with images of dragons, lions, and bulls. It is a truly
breathtaking sight.
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I also spent some time looking at the Code of Hammurabi, which is one of
the oldest known sets of laws. The code is written on a stele, and it
contains a wide range of laws, from criminal law to civil law. It is a
fascinating document, and it provides a valuable insight into the ancient
Babylonian society.

Chapter 4: The Souks of Baghdad

No visit to Baghdad would be complete without a visit to the souks. The
souks are a bustling and colorful market, where you can find everything
from spices to jewelry to clothing.

I wandered through the souks for hours, browsing the stalls and haggling
with the vendors. I bought a few souvenirs, including a beautiful hand-
woven rug and a set of silver earrings.
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I also stopped for a bite to eat at one of the many food stalls in the souks. I
had a delicious meal of grilled lamb and rice, and I washed it down with a
refreshing glass of mint tea.

Chapter 5: The Tigris River

On my last day in Baghdad, I decided to take a boat ride on the Tigris
River. The Tigris River is a wide and slow-moving river, and it is a popular
spot for boating and fishing.

I took a boat ride from the city center to the outskirts of Baghdad. The boat
ride was very relaxing, and I enjoyed the views of the city from the river.

I saw the Great Mosque of Baghdad, the Iraqi Museum, and the souks from
the river. I also saw the many bridges that cross the river, and I watched the
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fishermen casting their nets into the water.

I spent several hours on the boat ride, and I was very sad when it was time
to go. I had fallen in love with Baghdad, and I knew that I would never
forget my time there.

My trip to Baghdad was not without its challenges, but it was an experience
that I will never forget. I saw some of the most amazing sights in the world,
and I met some of the most wonderful people.

I learned a lot about Iraqi culture and history, and I gained a new
appreciation for the beauty and resilience of the Iraqi people.

I would encourage everyone to visit Baghdad at least once in their lifetime.
It is a city that is full of history, culture, and beauty. And despite the
challenges that it faces, it is a city that is full of hope and promise.
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