
Army Techniques Publication ATP 20-98: A
Comprehensive Guide to Scout Platoon
Operations (December 2024)
Army Techniques Publication (ATP) 20-98, entitled "Scout Platoon," is a
comprehensive and up-to-date guide that provides a detailed overview of
the tactics, techniques, and procedures (TTPs) employed by Scout
Platoons within the United States Army. This publication serves as a
fundamental resource for military professionals involved in reconnaissance,
surveillance, and target acquisition operations.

Purpose and Scope

ATP 20-98 aims to provide clear and concise guidance on the planning,
preparation, execution, and assessment of Scout Platoon missions. It
covers a wide range of topics, including:
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Reconnaissance and surveillance operations

Target acquisition and reporting

Coordination with other units

Employment of specialized equipment

Structure and Key Concepts

ATP 20-98 is organized into three main sections:

1. Section I: - Provides an overview of the publication's purpose, scope,
and key terms.

2. Section II: Planning and Preparation - Covers the planning process
for Scout Platoon missions, including mission analysis, terrain
analysis, and risk assessment.

3. Section III: Execution and Assessment - Details the execution of
Scout Platoon missions, including reconnaissance and surveillance
techniques, target acquisition procedures, and reporting methods. It
also outlines the assessment process for evaluating mission
effectiveness.

Throughout the publication, emphasis is placed on the following key
concepts:

Mission-oriented Reconnaissance - The focus of Scout Platoon
operations is on gathering information that is essential for the success
of higher-level units.

Stealth and Deception - Scout Platoons rely heavily on stealth and
deception to avoid detection and maintain the element of surprise.



Integration and Coordination - Scout Platoons must work closely
with other units to ensure effective coordination and information
sharing.

Practical Applications

ATP 20-98 provides practical guidance for Scout Platoon leaders in all
aspects of their operations. For example, it offers detailed instructions on:

Conducting reconnaissance patrols

Establishing observation posts

Employing sensors and other specialized equipment

Communicating with higher headquarters

Reporting enemy activity

The publication also includes numerous diagrams, charts, and tables to
illustrate key concepts and provide visual aids for understanding complex
procedures.

Training and Education

ATP 20-98 is an essential resource for training and educating Scout
Platoon personnel. It is used in conjunction with other training materials
and exercises to develop the skills and knowledge required for successful
mission execution.

The publication is also used in military schools and academies to provide a
comprehensive understanding of Scout Platoon operations. It serves as a
valuable reference for military professionals throughout their careers.



Army Techniques Publication ATP 20-98 is a comprehensive and
authoritative guide to Scout Platoon operations. It provides clear and
concise guidance on all aspects of planning, preparation, execution, and
assessment. The publication is an essential resource for military
professionals involved in reconnaissance, surveillance, and target
acquisition missions, and it plays a vital role in training and educating Scout
Platoon personnel.
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