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In the annals of American history, the story of racism is a dark and
shameful chapter. From the horrors of slavery to the legalized segregation
of the Jim Crow era, racism has been a persistent stain on the fabric of our
nation. But even in the face of such adversity, there have been those who
have fought tirelessly to overcome it.

One such individual was Vernon Jordan, an American soldier who served in
the United States Army during World War II. Jordan's lifelong journey with
racism began in the Jim Crow South, where he was born and raised. As a
young boy, he witnessed firsthand the horrors of segregation, including the
lynching of his own uncle.

Despite the challenges he faced, Jordan was determined to make a
difference in the world. He joined the Army in 1943 and served with
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distinction in the Pacific theater. After the war, he returned home and
became involved in the Civil Rights Movement. He worked closely with Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and other leaders of the movement, and played a key
role in the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Jordan's story is one of courage, resilience, and hope. He overcame racism
to become a successful soldier, civil rights leader, and businessman. His
lifelong journey is a testament to the power of the human spirit and the
importance of fighting for what is right.

Early Life and Education

Vernon Jordan was born on August 15, 1935, in Atlanta, Georgia. He was
the son of Vernon Jordan Sr., a postal worker, and Mary Belle Jordan, a
homemaker. Jordan's father was a strong believer in education, and he
instilled in his son the importance of getting a good education. Jordan
attended segregated schools in Atlanta, and he excelled academically. He
graduated from David T. Howard High School in 1953, and he went on to
attend DePauw University in Indiana.

At DePauw, Jordan continued to excel academically. He was a member of
the Phi Beta Kappa honor society, and he graduated magna cum laude
with a degree in political science in 1957. After graduating from DePauw,
Jordan attended Howard University Law School in Washington, D.C. He
graduated from Howard in 1960, and he was admitted to the Georgia bar in
1961.

Military Service

After graduating from law school, Jordan joined the United States Army. He
served in the Army for two years, and he was stationed in Germany.



Jordan's military service had a profound impact on him. He learned the
importance of discipline and teamwork, and he developed a strong sense
of patriotism.

Jordan was honorably discharged from the Army in 1963, and he returned
to Atlanta to begin his legal career.

Civil Rights Activism

Jordan became involved in the Civil Rights Movement in the early 1960s.
He worked closely with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and other leaders of the
movement, and he played a key role in the passage of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964.

Jordan's work in the Civil Rights Movement was not without its risks. He
was arrested several times, and he was even threatened with death. But
Jordan never wavered in his commitment to the cause of civil rights.

In 1970, Jordan was appointed by President Richard Nixon to serve on the
United States Commission on Civil Rights. He served on the commission
for six years, and he played a key role in the commission's efforts to
promote civil rights enforcement.

Later Career and Legacy

After leaving the USCCR, Jordan went on to have a successful career in
business and law. He served as the president of the National Urban
League from 1971 to 1981, and he was a senior partner in the Washington,
D.C., law firm of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld from 1982 to 2002.



Jordan has received numerous awards and honors for his work in civil
rights and public service. He has been awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the Congressional Gold Medal, and the NAACP's Spingarn
Medal. He has also been inducted into the National Black Sports &
Entertainment Hall of Fame.

Jordan is a lifelong advocate for civil rights and social justice. He has
dedicated his life to fighting racism and discrimination, and he has made a
significant contribution to the cause of equality in America.

Vernon Jordan is a true American hero. He has overcome racism to
become a successful soldier, civil rights leader, and businessman. His
lifelong journey is a testament to the power of the human spirit and the
importance of fighting for what is right.

Jordan's story is an inspiration to us all. It shows us that we can overcome
any obstacle if we have the courage, resilience, and determination to do so.
Let us all strive to follow Jordan's example and work to create a more just
and equitable world for all.
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