
A Journey Through Time: History of 25
Classic Climbs in the Canadian Rockies
nestled in the heart of western Canada, the Canadian Rockies have long
been a mecca for climbers worldwide. The towering peaks, pristine
glaciers, and rugged landscapes offer endless opportunities for adventure
and exploration. This article will delve into the rich history behind 25 classic
climbs in the Canadian Rockies, paying homage to the pioneers who
blazed the trails and shaped the legacy of this iconic mountain range.
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The Early Days (1880s - 1920s)

The early days of mountaineering in the Canadian Rockies were marked by
exploration and discovery. Adventurous pioneers such as Samuel Allen and
James Outram ventured into the uncharted wilderness, laying the
foundation for future climbing ascents.

1. Mount Stephen (1887)
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Mount Stephen, towering over the Field, BC area, holds the distinction of
being the first major peak to be climbed in the Canadian Rockies. On
August 17, 1887, Samuel Allen and William Swanzy made the historic
summit, paving the way for countless climbers to follow.

2. Mount Assiniboine (1901)
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Often referred to as the "Matterhorn of the Canadian Rockies," Mount
Assiniboine is a visually striking peak located in Mount Assiniboine
Provincial Park. The first ascent was made in 1901 by James Outram and
Christian Hasler, marking a significant milestone in the exploration of the
Bugaboos region.

The Golden Age (1930s - 1950s)

The golden age of mountaineering in the Canadian Rockies witnessed a
surge in popularity and the establishment of many classic routes.
Legendary climbers such as Don Munday and Art Cox left an indelible mark
on the mountains, setting new standards of technical difficulty.

3. North Face of Mount Robson (1939)
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Towering as the highest peak in the Canadian Rockies, Mount Robson's
North Face has long been a coveted prize for climbers. In 1939, Don
Munday, Art Cox, and Pat Boyle made the historic first ascent, establishing
a route that remains one of the most sought-after challenges.

4. West Face of Mount Edith Cavell (1953)
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Located in Jasper National Park, Mount Edith Cavell presents a majestic
West Face that has attracted generations of climbers. In 1953, Walter
Perry, John Oliver, and Don Clairmont ascended this challenging granite
wall, leaving a lasting legacy in the annals of Canadian mountaineering.

The Modern Era (1960s - Present)

The modern era of climbing in the Canadian Rockies brought forth new
techniques and a drive to push the limits of human endurance. Climbers
like John Lauchlan and Barry Blanchard forged new paths and established
cutting-edge routes.

5. Direct North Face of Mount Alberta (1966)
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Situated in Banff National Park, Mount Alberta's Direct North Face offers a
sustained and demanding alpine climb. In 1966, John Lauchlan, Don
Gardner, and Barry Blanchard made the first ascent, setting a benchmark
for modern-day technical climbing.

6. Emperor Face of Mount Kitchener (1979)
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The Bugaboos mountain range in British Columbia is home to some of the
most challenging big-wall climbs in the Canadian Rockies. In 1979, Barry
Blanchard and Kevin Doyle tackled the formidable Emperor Face of Mount
Kitchener, establishing a route that would forever etch their names into the
history books.

Wilderness Ethics and Conservation

As mountaineering in the Canadian Rockies evolved, so too did a growing
awareness of the delicate balance between human activity and the
preservation of the natural environment. Climbers actively embraced
wilderness ethics, striving to minimize their impact and protect the pristine
landscapes they explored.
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7. Bugaboo Spire (1959)

Standing at 2,982 meters in the Bugaboos, Bugaboo Spire is a graceful
granite tower that demands both technical skill and a deep respect for the
surrounding wilderness. First ascended in 1959 by a team led by Yvon
Chouinard, Bugaboo Spire serves as a reminder of the harmonious
coexistence between climbing and environmental stewardship.

8. South Face of Howse Peak (1971)
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Located in Banff National Park, Howse Peak's South Face presents a
formidable technical challenge. The first ascent in 1971 by Frank Sacherer
and Allen Steck set a new standard for ethical and responsible climbing,
minimizing environmental disturbance and leaving no trace of their
passage.

The 25 classic climbs outlined in this article represent a testament to the
enduring spirit of adventure, innovation, and environmental stewardship
within the Canadian Rockies. From the early pioneers who ventured into
the unknown to the modern climbers who push the boundaries of human
endurance, the mountains have borne witness to a rich tapestry of human
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history and connection with the natural world. As future generations
continue to explore the Canadian Rockies, they will undoubtedly add new
chapters to this storied legacy, ensuring that the mountains remain a
timeless source of inspiration and wonder.
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