
25 Common Mistakes Students Make During
Examination and How to Avoid Them
Examinations are an inevitable part of every student's life. They are an
assessment of a student's knowledge, skills, and understanding. While
some students excel in exams, others struggle to perform well. One of the
main reasons for poor exam performance is the mistakes that students
make during the exam.
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In this article, we will explore 25 common mistakes that students make
during examinations and provide practical tips on how to avoid them. By
avoiding these mistakes, students can improve their exam performance
and achieve their academic goals.

25 Common Mistakes Students Make During Examination

1. Not Preparing Adequately
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One of the most common mistakes students make is not preparing
adequately for the exam. They may underestimate the amount of material
they need to cover or they may not use effective study strategies. As a
result, they may feel unprepared and overwhelmed during the exam.

Tips for avoiding this mistake:

Start studying early and give yourself plenty of time to cover all the
material.

Create a study schedule and stick to it.

Use active study strategies, such as taking notes, creating flashcards,
and practicing problems.

2. Not Getting Enough Sleep

Another common mistake students make is not getting enough sleep
before the exam. When you are sleep-deprived, you are less able to
concentrate and perform well on the exam. Aim for 7-8 hours of sleep the
night before the exam.

Tips for avoiding this mistake:

Establish a regular sleep schedule and stick to it, even on weekends.

Create a relaxing bedtime routine.

Avoid caffeine and alcohol before bed.

3. Not Managing Time Effectively



Time management is essential during an exam. Students who do not
manage their time effectively often run out of time before they can complete
the exam. This can lead to panic and poor performance.

Tips for avoiding this mistake:

Read the instructions carefully and allocate your time accordingly.

Start with the questions you are most confident about.

If you are stuck on a question, move on and come back to it later.

4. Not Reading the Instructions Carefully

One of the most frustrating mistakes students make is not reading the
instructions carefully. This can lead to them answering the questions
incorrectly or missing important information.

Tips for avoiding this mistake:

Take a few minutes to read the instructions carefully before starting the
exam.

Underline or highlight important keywords.

If you are unsure about anything, ask the examiner for clarification.

5. Not Writing Legibly

Another common mistake students make is not writing legibly. This can
make it difficult for the examiner to read your answers and may result in
you losing marks.

Tips for avoiding this mistake:



Practice writing legibly in advance.

Use a pen that writes smoothly.

Write in a clear and concise style.

6. Not Using Space Wisely

Students often make the mistake of not using space wisely on their answer
sheets. This can make it difficult for them to organize their answers and
may result in them running out of space.

Tips for avoiding this mistake:

Plan your answers in advance and allocate space accordingly.

Use headings and subheadings to organize your answers.

Leave some space between your answers so that you can add
additional information if needed.

7. Not Answering All the Questions

One of the most common mistakes students make is not answering all the
questions on the exam. This can be a costly mistake, as even a few
unanswered questions can result in a significant loss of marks.

Tips for avoiding this mistake:

Read the instructions carefully to make sure you understand how
many questions you need to answer.

Allocate your time wisely so that you have enough time to answer all
the questions.



If you are unsure about a question, guess an answer rather than
leaving it blank.

8. Not Revising Their Answers

Once you have finished answering all the questions, it is important to take a
few minutes to revise your answers. This will allow you to check for errors
and make any necessary corrections.

Tips for avoiding this mistake:

Take a few minutes at the end of the exam to revise your answers.

Check for errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Make sure your answers are clear and concise.

9. Panicking

Panicking during an exam is a common mistake that can lead to poor
performance. When you panic, your mind goes blank and you may forget
everything you have studied.

Tips for avoiding this mistake:

Prepare adequately for the exam so that you feel confident in your
ability to perform well.

Take some deep breaths before the exam to calm your nerves.

If you start to feel panicky during the exam, stop and take a few deep
breaths.

10. Not Asking for Clarification



If you are unsure about anything during the exam, do not hesitate to ask
the examiner for clarification. This is better than making a mistake on your
answer sheet.

Tips for avoiding this mistake:

If you are unsure about a question, raise your hand and ask the
examiner for clarification.

Be polite and respectful when asking for clarification.

Make sure you understand the clarification before continuing with the
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